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MEMORANDUM FOR: Executive Director-Comptrolher 


SUBIECT « Cwerclavelfication and Declaselfication 
of information 


i. This memoranda te for your information only, 

2. Pursuant ta your reqaucet for a reviow of ouy currant posture 
en the problesis of overclassification and declassification, I have asked 
the Intra-Agency Sacurity Comuetities to hold cigetings and address 
itself to thage two prablerns, They have reviewed them againat a 
backdrop of growing Conyreasional internst in this area. 


3. Cathe problem of overclaesilication, the Committee hax 
developed a draft of a proposed Notice which includea definitions of 
the Defense clagalfication categories aud suggested guidelines ou the 
classification of information. The thought is that sach an unclasslfied 
Notice would serve as a seady referanece for the Classification Officers 
of the Agency. However, in view of the aggarent imiminence of the 
issuance of a revised Executive Gecder we are now considering @ more 
general Notlee on the aubjact of overclassification which can be aug- 
mmonted immediately after the legaance of the Order with such specific 
provisions a2 are appropriate. 


4, Executive Order 10491, as amended, upoa which our 
gegulations are based, prescribes the following policies and 
procaduray for the declassification of classified matertal: 


Section 4. "When classified information or 
material no longer requires its present level 


Approved For 50050018-0 


é af 0100050018-0 
: ae For Reteas qeAse. 2 Pip PPP See with iV 


of protection in the defense interest, it shall 
be downgraded ox declasaified in ordes te 
Protect Lag akectiveness and inte: geity of the 
Claesifivation eystem and te elicdsate claaai- 
fications of infozmation or material which na 
lougex sequire classification Protection, Heads 
ot departments oF ageAciOs Originating classified 
material or infarimation shall destznate persons 
to be reapansiole for continalos veview of such 
classified infercnation er material on a decument« 
by-docuwnent, category, project, grogram, ox 
other systematic basis, for the Purpose of 
declassifying az dowas grading whenever national 
dalenke con siderations pewralt and lor receiving 
STATINTL requests ior auch raview tye all gourcaa, « 


Our Ageney Regulation provides that "Classified information 
or camterial ghall be reviewed oa a continuing basis for the pursose af 
delermining the eusrent approurlaranass of the classification asSinned 
with @ view to declasuification oF reclaeaeification where aunrepilate: a 


5. Yo the years team seaetely followlag the pewen rulgation of 
Executive Order 1950] {1953} there waa a foemal program of claggi- 
fication review, Ik resultad from the no ceBssity to usgrade or daciaasify 
wll RESTRICTED material heaauge that glassification Was eliminated, 
This change caused a review vesultine ba the downgrading of a sub. 

stantial body af decaments, Tha praqrra: my dunctionad within the 
classification control network, established by the Agency as the 

regalt of Executive Order 10901, Reclassification bulleting were 
issued regularly by the CIA Clagaification Cauteol Officer in the 
Oities of Central Reference {(OOR). There was little interest in the 
reclagaliication bulletina of in the cinates reclagailication Giles 
vomintained in GOR, fy the early 19408, the reclassification 
proteas, costly la teroia of dais YOY, WEG Constrained to the 
point of virtual disapoearan The Centyal Reference Service 
(lormerly OCR) Soest ae pee dinate and {lle the fow vaclagal- 
ligation acticas received fzom uther agancieg, Lhe Central Top 
pecret Cantral activity continues to iusue semiannual notices of 


Fa 
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TOP SECRET doewnenta which have boon sovngradad, About 100 CLA 
Te decumouts were downgraded In 1971. The Glasailicution Control 
Network remains active, functioning larcaly for the haeadling of internal 
classification questions er mrobleme aud res sponding to ad hoe requesta 
both internal and external for the downgrading of epecific CLA documents, 
& In effect CLA hae not had a pregrac: of "contioning mons 
for downgradiag purposes" fay ma aay yoars probably because of th 
Threactor's statutory resnangibilit: y¥ far the protection of intelligence 
GIO Bod methods and the coat inuiag use by the Agency of productive 
sources for extended periads af time, states "ALL STATINTL 
elasallied information ar materiad originated by CIA is considered of 
au intelligence natuse within the definition of Group | above and is 
excluded from automatic downgrad ung or declagsllication, © 


% Phe Agenay thus gonevally Metts its downgrading and 
uuclasallicatian efforts to a proiwwan: of responding ta apecific 
regueats, However, the Aveacy hag rece wiiy undestaken & project 
STATSPEC to declassity the GEM pvttication, “Trends ja Communist Propaganda" | 
aad earlier titles tn the weries tox the YOars i947 to 1966, Im addition, 
Agency offices have freq wentiy expesded many man-hours La vanitiging 
; clasdified documents tu order ts port their contents te be dissecninated 
in an uncleselfied form, 


3. ‘The Intra-Ageoacy Security Committees hae reviewed ou 
Current rovulations on deciaswification and dc awigrading of infomation, 
it hae concluded that these regalationa are adequate in Ueht of the 
provisions of the existing Executive Order 19591, Ag noted above, 
however, & minimum of assets have been expomded an this effort ta 
the past youre, Ya view of the apparant invuinence of the issuance 
of @ revision of Executive Order i9502, it de the opinion of the 
Committed that noe new directives on cecksenification and down 
ee Head he levued at thie Hime. The Committee has agroead 

that pricrity attention ahould be oe ig the farimelation of directives 

aa declagaitication and downgrading as sean as we have adequate 

SSUFEACe aS to what the nrovisions of the naw Enecutive Order will 
be ou that sublect, f concer in thaae guncioglens, 
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eveat we become invelved in hearings ou the classification aad 
deciasaification of inforcmatiog are cur voutiy belng developed. 


. Fe Poaaible q*ostivons wad SiugeGahod AVMOwWae? & fap aae in the 


fon W. Colley 
Meguty Direetor 
ioe Sauppart 


Hiatribution;s 
ithe « Rotarn te O5 via TD/s 
1 « IR 
2 « DES 
1 ~ D/Security 
1 ~ DD/Security 
1» EPD File 


; EPD Chrono 
STATINTL 08/ES/EPD/ a ob ( (1 March 1972) 
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